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Introduction  

Excellent teaching gives children the life chances they deserve.  

Enjoyment is the birth right of every child. Children learn better when they are excited and 
engaged – but what excites and engages them best is truly excellent teaching, which 
challenges them and shows them what they can do. When there is joy in what they are 
doing, they learn to love learning.  

Excellence and Enjoyment (DCSF, 2003)  

Our Outdoor Learning policy aims to foster children’s love of learning. At Langenhoe 
Community Primary School, we believe that all children have the right to experience the 
unique and special nature of being outdoors. We further believe that it is important to 
enable children to explore, create and connect by using the outside environment as a 
context for learning.  

 

What do we mean by Outdoor Learning?  

• Outdoor Learning is a broad term that includes: outdoor play [learning through play], 
school grounds projects, environmental education, recreational and adventure 
activities, personal and social development, and more. Outdoor Learning does not 
have a clearly defined boundary, but it does have a common core. 

• Outdoor Learning can provide a dramatic contrast to the indoor classroom. There is 
strong evidence that good quality learning outside the classroom adds much value to 
classroom learning. It leads to a deeper understanding of concepts that span 
traditional subject boundaries and which are frequently difficult to teach effectively 
using classroom methods alone.  

• Direct experience outdoors is powerful, motivating and has impact and credibility. 
The results from Outdoor Learning can be instantaneous, as well as active, and 
therefore impact on behaviour as well as tapping into the learning styles of the more 
kinesthetic learner. Through skilled teaching, outdoor experiences readily become a 
stimulating source of fascination, personal growth and can lead to breakthroughs in 
learning.  

• Active learning readily develops the learning skills of enquiry, experiment, feedback, 
reflection, review, communication, problem solving, an enterprising attitude and 
cooperative learning – to name only some of the benefits.  

• Outdoor Learning can help to bring learning alive. For that reason, the outdoors can 
have an impact on areas of the curriculum as diverse as imaginative writing and 
personal and social development. Outdoor Learning also provides experiential 
opportunities allowing pupils to respond positively to opportunities, challenges and 
responsibilities, to manage risk and to cope with change. 
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• Outdoor Learning supports the intent of our school curriculum at Langenhoe 
Community Primary School, embodied in our strap line Explore, Create, Connect 
which to enables children to: 

 

Explore            Create Connect 
Be proactive, 
independent thinkers / 
learners who are able 
to seek solutions 
creatively and 
cooperatively  

Develop an enquiring 
mind and be able to 
ask questions  

Use our environment 
and locality to enhance 
and develop learning 

 

 

Experience and 
actively participate in 
a creative, relevant 
and enjoyable 
curriculum that 
evolves to meet the 
needs of all 

Be resilient and 
confident enough to 
take risks in their 
learning  

 

 

Be able to listen and articulate 
responses in a variety of ways 
showing consideration of and to 
others  

Be proactive in their 
responsibilities towards the 
community, society, the 
environment and economy, 
connecting ‘real life’ with their 
learning  

Connecting with all with 
understanding and respect for 
diversity and British values 

Be aware of and recognise their 
own learning needs and be 
involved in assessing and planning 
future steps through success 
criteria 

Connect with self and developing 
a sense of self-esteem: be well 
balanced and healthy individuals 

Connect ideas and concepts 

 

Benefits of Outdoor Learning:  

• Outdoor Learning helps to ensure that children are successful learners enabling 
children to develop knowledge and skills in ways that add value to their everyday 
learning experiences. 

• Being outside has been linked to improvements in children’s mental health. 

• Outdoor Learning enables children to be confident individuals and impacts positively 
upon young children’s attitudes beliefs and self-perceptions. Outdoor Learning 
contributes towards creating independent learners with high self-esteem and self-
sufficiency.  

• Outdoor Learning can have a positive impact upon children’s behaviour.  

• Outdoor Learning contributes towards the promotion of and children’s understanding 
of the importance of developing a healthy lifestyle.  

• Outdoor Learning has a positive impact upon children’s personal and social 
development. It can also bring about community cohesion and allow children to 
develop as responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to their wider 
community. It can create pride in the school and wider community and promote 
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community involvement, renewing children’s pride and creating a sense of belonging 
and responsibility. 

• It raises learners’ attainment, promotes and strengthens communication skills, 
teamwork and sense of cohesion.  

• There is clear evidence that boys in particular are more active in their learning in an 
outdoor environment. 

 

Aims and Objectives of this policy:  

• To raise the profile of Outdoor Learning.  

• To empower children to take ownership of their learning, allowing their minds and 
bodies to thrive  

• To encourage children to develop the skills to solve problems, developing resilient 
and reflective learners.  

• To develop skills of communication, cooperation and collaborative learning.  

• To provide a challenging, safe and secure environment within which children can 
take and manage risks independently  

• To encourage close links with parents and the school in celebrating our outdoor 
space and the rich learning that can take place within it.  

• To encourage children to care for their environment and consolidate knowledge of 

local flora and fauna 

 

Outdoor Learning at Langenhoe Community Primary School 

At Langenhoe Community Primary School we are lucky enough to have extensive grounds 
including a Wildlife Area on site which includes, 2 ponds, an outdoor classroom and 
woodland.   

At Langenhoe we endeavour to link learning to the outside wherever possible. Teachers 
plan Outdoor Learning into their timetable as they would for any subject. The Early Years 
Foundation Stage are able to access the outside regularly throughout their day.  

Parents are made aware of their children’s classes Outdoor Learning days at the beginning 
of each school year and children are expected to have appropriate clothing in their lockers 
on these days. If children do not have the right clothing, they will be expected to go outside 
in their school uniform. 

Teachers are expected to plan for Outdoor Learning in their Medium Term planning and try 
to link it to different areas of the curriculum (not planning for one area only). Outdoor 
Learning can take place in any outside area in the school grounds, including the field, 
playground and Wildlife Area.  

 

Health and Safety  

We will support children in taking risks within a safe and secure environment. Pupils will be 
taught to manage risks. It is important to ensure that the outdoor environment offers 
challenges and teaches the children how to be safe and aware of others. Outdoor Learning 
opportunities will be grasped when available and teachers will assess risk.  
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In the first instance the school’s policies relating to Health and Safety and Risk Assessment 
should be referred to and applied prior to any Outdoor Learning activity that may require 
additional support beyond the reasonable activities one would normally apply within the 
classroom. A risk assessment has previously been done for the school wildlife area and 
safety measures have been put in place, including a life ring. 

Our children are taught to manage risks in regard to Outdoor Learning. All pupils are 
regularly reminded about the importance of staying safe. ‘Be Safe’ is a school expectation 
and children are reminded of the importance of keeping themselves and members of the 
school community safe. Only our staff members are allowed to open padlocked gates.  

We encourage children and staff to be more resilient about weather conditions. Successful 
Outdoor Learning will not be limited by adverse weather conditions. 

 

Managing the delivery of Outdoor Learning  

Through the monitoring of teaching and learning e.g. forward planning meetings, classroom 
observation, teachers’ self-evaluations, and other school procedures we closely monitor the 
use of Outdoor Learning as a key element of the learning experience at Langenhoe 
Community Primary School. We provide support and professional development to enable 
staff to feel confident developing the expertise or knowledge base to adapt their practice to 
include opportunities for learning beyond the confines of the classroom.  

We plan on developing Outdoor Learning by having a trained Forest School teacher (by 
December 2021) and are evaluating the provision for outdoor learning on a termly basis.  

 

Our Commitment to Outdoor Learning 

At Langenhoe Community Primary School, we have developed links with Essex Wildlife 
trust who support us in developing our Outdoor Learning and currently run our Forest 
School club. We have been chosen to participate in their Wild Wellbeing project. 

We advocate that the pace of learning can be enhanced by using the outdoors and that 
children who may find the classroom too constraining will perform and behave better 
outdoors, reducing the time spent on explanation and behaviour management. There is 
clear evidence that boys in particular, are more active in their learning in an outdoor 
environment. Previous Wild Wellbeing sessions held at Langenhoe have proved highly 
successful. 

 

The school will communicate the benefits of Outdoor Learning to parents and the wider 
community so that there is a greater understanding of its value and importance and we 
provide a greater awareness of the safety standards the school adopts. In order to achieve 
this, we have a ‘Wildlife Area Day’ once a year. We invite parents to our Wildlife Area to 
support us in it's upkeep, cutting back plants and giving it a general tidy. Each class is given 
a slot (please see below) to come down and help too, meaning parents can enjoy this time 
with their children and see the benefits of Outdoor Learning for themselves 

Covid 19 has impacted on all our provision, including links with external provision. As part 
of the recovery programme, Outdoor Learning and Forest Schools will play a significant role 
in supporting our children and their families.  

 


