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Langenhoe Community Primary School 
Early Years Foundation Stage Policy  

 

Introduction 

At Langenhoe Community Primary School we believe that the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) is a distinct phase in each child’s education and development that should provide an 
essential and firm foundation to their future. 
 
Vision 
For our pupils to be happy, confident, well rounded individuals who acquire a love for learning 
and experience the awe and wonder of new discoveries.  
 
Aims 

 To provide a broad and balanced curriculum that will enable each child to develop 
personally, socially, spiritually, physically, creatively and intellectually to their full potential 
and set firm foundations for future learning. 

 To provide a safe, challenging, stimulating, caring environment where teaching and 
learning is based on the understanding that children develop at different rates 

 To allow children to leaf their learning by enabling choice and decision-making, fostering 
independence and promoting self-confidence. 

 To work in close partnership with parents and carers 

 To provide opportunities for children to discover and nurture their individual strengths 
and talents, whilst maintaining a balanced approach to the curriculum. 

 For children to experience the awe and wonder of the world around them and that 
learning should be relevant, rich and purposeful. 
 

Transition into school 

At Langenhoe we pride ourselves on making a child’s transition into school as smooth as possible. 
In order to ensure this is the case, we have a clear and thorough transition plan in place (see 
appendix 1) 
 
Parents as Partners 
In order to gain a rich and accurate knowledge of the unique child, we work closely with parents 
to support learning at home and to contribute to assessments. The following practise is in place 
to support this: 

 Every child in school will have a Tapestry account. This online learning journal, allows 
parents to see their child’s learning in the form of photographs, video clips and written 
observations. Parents can also see which area of learning or Characteristics of Effective Teaching 
and each observation is showing evidence for.  This allows them to track their child’s progress as 
it happens. Parents are strongly encouraged to contribute to their child’s profile by adding their 
own observations from home. Teaching staff will then add assessment statements to parental 
observations so that they can be used as further evidence towards their Foundation Stage Profile 
(FSP).  
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 Parents of reception children are invited to observe a phonics lesson and attend a phonics 
workshop in their child’s first term at school.  The workshop explains how Phonics is delivered in 
school and outlines the ways in which parents can support their child in learning to read and write 
at home. 

 Weekly class newsletters are sent home to reception children, detailing the specific 
learning focus of each week. The letter includes ideas for home learning which can be shared via 
Tapestry and an ‘ask me about’ section in order to support parents to open a dialogue with their 
child about their learning. 

 Home learning projects are sent home to reception children half termly in line with the 
rest of the school. These projects are broken down into weekly tasks that work towards an end 
product that we use to celebrate the end of a topic. Parents are invited into school to share in 
these celebrations. 

 Reading Records are sent home to reception children daily for parents to record when they 
have heard their child read at home. These records are checked in school three times a week and 
new books are issued accordingly. 
 
Teaching and Learning 

 
Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a broad term that covers the many 
different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their interactions with children during planned and 
child-initiated play and activities: communicating and modelling language; showing, explaining, demonstrating, 
exploring ideas; encouraging, questioning, recalling; providing a narrative for what they are doing; facilitating and 
setting challenges. It takes account of the equipment adults provide and the attention given to the physical 
environment, as well as the structure and routines of the day that establish expectations. Integral to teaching is how 
practitioners assess what children know, understand and can do, as well as taking account of their interests and 
dispositions to learn (characteristics of effective learning), and how practitioners use this information to plan children’s 
next steps in learning and monitor their progress.    
Early Years inspection handbook for Ofsted registered provision 2021. 
 
At Langenhoe, we use the four overarching themes of the EYFS to guide the teaching and learning 
culture of our setting in the following ways:  
 

 A unique child –Individuality is celebrated in our EYFS setting and we respect the fact that 
children all learn in different ways and at different rates. This is reflected in carefully 
differentiated planning that takes individual learning styles into account. 
 At Langenhoe, we not only strive to treat the child as an individual, but also actively 
teach children about the beauty and importance of their uniqueness.  We believe that 
every child has a knowledge or skill through which they can shine and each child is 
supported in finding their own strengths and talents throughout the year. These are 
recorded on our ‘experts’ board and children are encouraged to share their knowledge 
and skills in their area of expertise and learn from one another. This promotes self-
confidence and enables children to perceive themselves as an individual and learn that 
we all have different strengths. It also guides staff in taking account of the children’s 
interest when planning.  

 Positive relationships- Children are taught how to form mutually respectful relationships 
with both staff and one another. This is initially taught via the text How to fill a bucket and 
is directly linked to our Langenhoe Code of Conduct. This is modelled and reinforced 
continuously throughout the year and celebrated and spotlighted through our ‘bucket 
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fillers’ initiative. Staff ensure they show a genuine interest in the lives of the children and 
respond sensitively to their emotional needs. 

 
 Enabling environments- The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending 

children’s development and learning. At Langenhoe our children have access to both an 
indoor and outdoor learning environment that cover all 7 curriculum areas. These 
environments are carefully planned for by taking account of the children’s next steps. Our 
environment planning also allows for ‘in the moment’ responses to children’s interest, 
which is recorded retrospectively and captured via Tapestry. We believe the role of the 
adult in the environment to be essential and our staff ensure they engage in high quality 
interaction and sustained shared thinking when supporting learning.  

 
 Learning and development- Children develop and learn in different ways and all areas of 

learning and development are equally important and inter-connected. We plan to meet our 
curriculum through a joined up, topic approach to learning. Each topic is designed to take 
the class on a joined up journey of discovery that covers all areas of the curriculum and 
ensures that: 

 

 Children are active and using all their senses. 

 Children have time to explore ideas and interests. 

 Children are allowed to learn different ways and at different rates. 

 Children are given the opportunity to make links and develop concepts. 

 Children are given the opportunity to engage in creative and imaginative play 
activities that promote language development. 

 
Curriculum  
The curriculum in the Foundation Stage describes everything the children will do, see, hear or feel, 
both planned and unplanned. Practitioners plan for learning in all of the seven areas using the 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) guidance. 
 
E.Y.F.S. Areas of Learning: 
PRIME areas are crucial for building children’s capacity to learn. They are: 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal Social and Emotional Development 
 
SPECIFIC areas are the areas of learning through which the specific areas are strengthened and 
applied. They are:  

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding of the World 

 Expressive Art and Design 
 
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning 
These are: The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment.  They 
underpin learning and development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective 
and motivated learner. (EYFS Development Matters) 
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These are identified under three headings: 

 Playing and Exploring  

 Creating and Thinking Critically 

 Active Learning and Motivation 
 
The learning behaviours outlined in the Characteristics of Effective Learning are linked to our 
school curriculum drivers: Explore, Create, Connect. These behaviours are highlighted and 
celebrated with the children through our Learning Hero capes. 
Explorers: I want to find out more. I ask questions and I experiment. 
Creators: I have my own ideas. I can think of clever ways to do things. I can solve problems.  
Connectors: I can make links in my learning  
 

 Planning 

Medium Term Planning (see appendix 2)  
In EYFS our topic takes us on a ‘journey’. An outline of this journey is planned for by practitioners 
with scope for children to contribute and take a lead on where the journey takes us! 
Environment Planning (see appendix 3 and 4) 

 Both indoor and outdoor environments are planned for each week. Both the needs/next steps and 
interest of the children are taken into account when planning the environments.  

 Short Term Planning  
Direct teaching of knowledge and skills in Phonics and Mathematical Development is planned for 
weekly. Plans are differentiated to meet the needs of all children.  

 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 

This is a continuous process used by all practitioners. At Langenhoe, we follow this observation, 
assessment and planning cycle set out in EYFS Development Matters. 
 

 
We observe and assess through: 
  

 observing children working; 

 specifically planned assessment activities that allow the teacher to find out if the child is      
developing a certain skill 

 gathering information from parents and other agencies such as pre-schools, SENCO and 
speech therapists; 

 Involving the child in his/her assessment by sharing their next steps with them and giving 
them opportunities and strategies to meet them independently. 

 A constant informal dialogue between practitioners 
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Reception Baseline 

Within the children’s first six weeks in school, the Statutory Baseline Assessment is made from 
which progress can be measured. Any areas of concerns will be noted and tracked on Tapestry and 
discussed in Pupil progress meetings. Actions to address these areas will be immediately put in to 
place and progress will be carefully monitored and recorded using the Tapestry tracking tool.  
 

Foundation Stage Profile 
This assessment represents the standard national form used to assess children at the end of the 
Foundation Stage. Each child’s profile is regularly updated by the Class 1 teacher and entered onto 
Target Tracker (the school’s data system for recording progress).  Summative information is then 
given to the Headteacher each half term and forms part of discussions with the SLT at pupil 
progress meetings. At the end of the year, each child’s profile is completed by assessing them 
against the Early Learning Goals. The profiles are then quality assured and moderated by the 
Headteacher and submitted to the local authority.  
 
Reporting to Parents 
Parents are reported to termly via either a written report or parent-teacher meeting. At the end 
of child’s reception year, each child’s FSP results are reported to parents.  
 

Inclusion in the Early Years Foundation Stage 

In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to 
achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when 
planning for their learning.  
In the Early Years Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the 
needs of all our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage. 
Some children progress beyond this point to exceed a Good Level of Development. We achieve 
this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, 
children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural 
backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 
 
Special Educational Needs         
The Early Years Foundation Stage practitioners play a crucial role as the first point of contact in the 
school system in supporting the children with SEN and their families, ensuring that all children 
have an equal opportunity to access the curriculum. Staff may be the first to identify the special 
educational needs of a child and will approach the matter in a sensitive and supportive way. It is 
particularly important in the case of children with SEN that all staff are aware of the targets and 
strategies that they will need to use to meet those needs.  
  
 

  Monitoring and Evaluation 

 Subject leaders monitor planning and at times observe members of staff to gain a clear 
picture of what is happening in each subject area in order to identify improvements that can be 
made.    

 EYFS lead teacher uses data to inform the EYFS action plan. This is reviewed termly 

 All EYFS staff meet on a termly basis to address and review issues and training identified 
on EYFS    action plan 

 Questionnaires are sent out at the first half term parents evening to monitor the 
effectiveness of our transition.  
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Appendix 1                                          Transition Plan  

Date  Action  Key People Involved  

Sep – Dec  Potential Parents are warmly 
welcome for a tour of the 
school given by year 6 children 
and to meet with the Head 
who will answer any 
questions.  

Head  

May  New admissions list arrive 
Welcome letter and working 
together booklet  sent out to 
all new parents 

Office Manager 
EY Lead 
Head 

June All parents are invited to stay 
and play sessions after school 
in our EY setting 

EY Teachers and support staff 

 Parents are invited to bring 
their children to join our 
current cohort for story times 
at the end of the day.  

EY Teachers and support staff 

 EYFS staff visit children at their 
pre-school settings. 

EY Teachers  

 Parents are invited into school 
for a Welcome meeting with 
the EY lead and head. 

EY Lead and Head 

July  All children invited in for a 
session in school  
Parents are invited to stay for 
‘Tea and Tears’  

EY teachers and support staff 

 Tapestry accounts are set up 
ready for September 

EY lead  

August Children are sent postcards 
from teachers 
 

EY lead 

September  Children begin school with a 
staggered intake across two 
weeks 
Tapestry is used to share their 
first experiences of school 
with parents  
Children’s levels of well-being 
and involvement are assessed 
and shared via Tapestry  

EY teachers  

 Parents are invited in for a 
parent’s evening to discuss 
how well their child has 
settled.  

EY teachers  
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Appendix 2 
 

Week 

beginning 

        Focus 

Group/1:1 

Work 

 

 

Core text 
and 

supporting 

texts 

 

 

Topic focus (mini topic) 

Provocations  

 

 

 Adult led 

learning  

 

 

 

EYFS 

links to 

Outcomes 
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Appendix 3 
 

         Langenhoe School Early Years Environment Plan: Class 1 

Week Beginning:  

Topic: 

 
Area 

 

Interest Planning  Child led ‘ In the 

moment 

planning’ 

Curriculum focus 

Creative area 

 

    

Literacy area 

 

   

  

 

  

Maths area 

. 

     

Role Play 

 

     

Construction 

 

 

 

  .   
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Appendix 4                 Langenhoe School Early Years Outdoor Environment Plan:  
Week Beginning: 

Topic:  
Focus:  

Area 

 

Objective 

 

Enhancement 

Challenge  

Adult Focus 

Construction  

Continuous Provision  

Waffle blocks, 

Hollow blocks, tyres 

 

 

 

Areas of Learning: PD/PSED/C+L/EAD 

Objective: To build around their own interest or in 

response to a stimulus.  
To work collaboratively towards a shared goal, 

negotiating plans with peers.  

To work collaboratively towards a shared goal, 

negotiating plans and adapting work to problem 

solve.  

 

 

Support children to:   

Challenge 

 

Literacy area 

Continuous Provision 

Writing walls with 

writing materials, 

scissors, easels, sound 

mats 

Area of Learning: L/PD/EAD 

Objective: To draw/mark make around own interests 

or following a stimulus or prompt.  
To add own name and labels to drawings 

To write for purpose (letters/lists/posters) applying 

phonic knowledge. 

  

 

  

Support. 

Challenge: 

Mud Kitchen 

Continuous Provision 
Cooking equipment, 

water pump 

 

 Area of Learning: EAD/C+L/PSED/UTW 

Objective: To explore texture and changing states. 

To pretend an object is something from their 

experience. 
To talk about texture and changing states. To take on 

a role in their play. 

To talk about changing states and explain why they 

occur. To develop a narrative to their play. 

 Support  

Challenge 

Role Play 

 Home corner: 

Kitchen, food, table 

  

Areas of Learning: C+L/PSED/EAD 

Objective: To engage in imaginative role play based 

on own first hand experiences 
To introduce a narrative to their play 

To work co-operatively as part of a group to develop 

and act out a narrative  

 Support children to:  

Challenge:  
 

Water area 

Continuous Provision 

Tuff spots, funnels, 

stands, buckets, 

cylinders, pipettes, 

paintbrushes,  

 

Area of Learning: MD/PSED/UTW 

Objective: To explore cause and effect. To engage in 

a task with a purpose/goal in mind 
To talk about cause and effect. To attempt to find 

ways to solve problems. 

To explain the link between cause and effect. To 

review how well an approach worked and change 

strategy as needed.  

 

 Support children to:  
 

Challenge: 

  

Den Building 
Fabrics, den clips 

 

Area of Learning: PSED/PD/ 

Objective: To build around their own interest or in 

response to a stimulus.  
To work collaboratively towards a shared goal, 

negotiating plans with peers.  

To work collaboratively towards a shared goal, 

negotiating plans and adapting work to problem 

solve.: 

Turn into a 

stage area. 

Use blocks to 

create stage 

Have 

musical 

instruments 

out and  

 

Support children to: Work 

as a team and communicate 

effectively with one 

another. Build on their own 

ideas and the ideas of 

others. Introduce a 

narrative to their play.  
Challenge:  

 


