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      Langenhoe Community Primary School EYFS Curriculum Design 

 

Intent 

Curriculum  

At Langenhoe we have designed a curriculum in which the 7 areas of learning are covered with breadth 

and balance, through an ambitious content, implemented with fluidity to ‘fit’ the needs and interests 

of our learners whilst  introducing them to new concepts and ideas.  We use the Development Matters 

document as guidance to plan and provide a progressive curriculum that enables children to meet the 

end of year expectations defined Early Learning Goals (ELG), whilst giving strong consideration to the 

National Curriculum expectations that await children in their next phase of learning.  Reading is at the 

heart of all we do and all of our curriculum planning and delivery is centred around high quality and 

varied texts. At Langenhoe, we are lucky enough to have spacious grounds, a beautiful wildlife area and 

we take every opportunity to deliver our curriculum outdoors.  

Learning to be Learners 

Alongside the 7 curriculum areas (Personal, Social & Emotional Development (PSED), Communication 

& Language, Physical Development, Literacy, Mathemathics, Understanding the World and Expressive 

Arts and Design), the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning (COETL) are embedded into 

our curriculum delivery. We intend to teach, nurture and facilitate opportunities for children to 

acquire and develop these learning behaviours and skills that will be transferrable and applicable 

throughout their education.  

Personal Development  

At Langenhoe, we believe passionately in the unique child and personal development is at the heart 

of our curriculum design. We actively teach citizenship and ensure that opportunities to nurture 

children’s interests and strengths are planned for.  

Implementation 

Curriculum 

The following aspects of our curriculum are delivered through systematic schemes of work that we 

use across the whole school: 

Phonics: We follow the Little Wandle scheme of work. The pace and sequence in which this 

programme is delivered is set out in Little Wandle planning.  Opportunities to further practise and 

apply phonic skills are provided in the environment. Ongoing formative assessments ensure that any 

children in need of extra support are quickly identified and receive daily ‘keep up’ intervention 

sessions. 

Maths: We follow the ‘White Rose Maths’ scheme of work. Daily Maths sessions are taught whole 

class and the new concepts taught are reflected in the environment. Maths sessions always provide 

‘hands on’ opportunities to explore new concepts and problem solve. Daily Maths Meetings are used 

alongside these session to provide an interleaved approach, revisiting and applying the key 

mathematical concepts in order to increase fluency and retention.  
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PSED: We follow the ‘Jigsaw’ scheme of work. Each new unit of this scheme is introduced by our 

Headteacher, either via an assembly or a visit to class. Sessions are then taught weekly. PSED is also 

embedded throughout our curriculum (see personal development). 

Writing: 

Handwriting is taught using the PenPals scheme. Children work on either handwriting or pre-writing 

skills daily depending on their developmental stage.  Spelling is taught in daily sessions in accordance 

with the Little Wandle Phonics Scheme. We use the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach across the school. In 

the EYFS, this begins with a focus on oral storytelling and provides one of the many contexts in which 

we encourage children to write independently and apply their phonic knowledge. Engaging and 

purposeful writing tasks are which link to our topic journey are planned for each week during which 

children work with an adult on their individual Next Steps. 

 

The Wider Curriculum: All other curriculum areas are taught through a thematic, cross curricular 

approach via our termly or half termly topics. Our aim with these topics is to give children a really 

immersive experience in order to ensure the learning is given depth and made memorable. 

Knowledge and skills are identified on our planning; we ensure that there is opportunity for children 

to practise skills in a variety of contexts and that knowledge is interleaved and built upon across the 

year by making links across our topics where possible and through re-visiting our core texts and class 

book  

.  Our choices of topic each term are informed by the following considerations: 

 the interests and needs of the cohort 

 the inclusion of diversity and exposure to other cultures 

 a broad curriculum coverage (including the right foundation and preparation for the National 

Curriculum expectations in KS1) 

 a response to festivals, events and seasons that are happening in the world around us 

We believe that learning should always be  both engaging and relevant. Each topic is introduced with 

an event that hooks us in and sets us on a journey of discovery! The end of each topic is celebrated 

with a memorable event which allows children to ‘live what they have learnt’ in a meaningful, exciting 

experience that is linked to the prior learning. Examples of how this looks in practise can be seen in 

our medium term topic planning.  

Reading and vocabulary are at the heart of our wider curriculum delivery. Each topic is linked to a 

core text which becomes our ‘Talk for Writing’ focus. The topic is then divided into weekly focuses 

which each introduce a new high quality text that we explore in detail. We use these topic texts to 

teach the reading comprehension skills outlined in our reading curriculum map and to explore 

language and vocabulary. A strong focus is given to broadening vocabulary; we have a display board 

on which we collect ‘wonderful words’ that we come across in the books we read. The board is 

divided into ‘wow’ words (tier 2 words) and ‘clever words’ (tier 3 words). We use this display to 

regularly revisit the words in context in our everyday practise or by linking them to concepts we are 

exploring. 

Learning to be Learners 

We believe that in order to empower and equip the children with the Characteristics of Effective 

Learning, it is important that we teach children to understand some of these key characteristics and 

learn to recognise them in themselves. We link these to our school curriculum drivers; Explore, 
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Create, Connect; and refer to them directly in our everyday practise, reminding children when they 

might need them and celebrating them when they are seen.  

Explore: Explorers ask questions to find out more and make their own discoveries.  

Create: Creators think of their own ‘unique’ ideas and find clever ways to do things  

Connect: Recognising and making links in their learning and experiences. 

Our enabling environment includes open ended opportunities for exploration and interpretation as 

well as those which link directly to new concepts that have been taught. Both our indoor and outdoor 

classrooms are available to children at all times through our ‘free flow’ provision. Staff also respond to 

any interests or experiences the children may share with us ‘in the moment’ and strive to provide 

opportunities for these to be explored further through ad hoc additions or enhancements to the 

environment.  

 

Personal Development  

At Langenhoe, we not only strive to treat the child as an individual, but also actively teach children 

about the beauty and importance of their uniqueness.  We believe that every child has a knowledge 

or skill through which they can shine and each child is supported in finding their own strengths and 

talents throughout the year. These are recorded on our ‘experts’ board and children are encouraged 

to share their knowledge and skills in their area of expertise and to learn from one another. This 

promotes self-confidence and enables children to positively perceive themselves as an individual and 

learn that we all have different strengths. It also guides staff when taking account of the children’s 

interest in planning. As the year progresses and the children acquire new knowledge and skills, they 

are encouraged to recognise their newfound strengths and broaden their perception of their areas of 

expertise. 

Children are taught how to form mutually respectful relationships with both staff and one another. 

This is initially taught via the text How to fill a bucket and is directly linked to our Langenhoe Code of 

Conduct (see the school’s behaviour policy). This is modelled and reinforced continuously throughout 

the year and celebrated and spotlighted through our ‘bucket fillers’ initiative. 

 

Impact 

Within the first half term of their time in our setting, we form baseline judgements about the stages of 

learning and development of each child. Alongside statutory baseline assessments and Development 

Matters guidance, we use our knowledge and observations of the children to decide whether they are 

‘Ready for Reception’, ‘In Need of Support’ or ‘Showing Strength’ in each curriculum area. These 

judgements then inform our planning. Pupils’ progress is discussed daily within our teaching team and 

formative assessments are used to alter and refine planning and provision. Half termly pupil progress 

meetings are held with the Headteacher, in which we make a written record of progress. Half termly 

‘best fit’ judgements are also entered into Target Tracker (our online system for progress tracking). 

Assessments are used to: 

 Measure progress 

 Inform and/or refine provision for individual pupils 

 Inform and/or refine provision for the co-hort  
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Progress in phonics is measured in a more linear way; children’s knowledge is assessed at least every 

half term and carefully targeted ‘keep up’ interventions are put in place as required. Progress against 

intervention targets are recorded daily.   

At the end of the year, the children are assessed against the ELGS as being either ‘emerging’ or 

‘expected’. 

 


